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FROM THE PARISH PRIEST

It is the basic job of the Church to worship God and serve Him in the world. In the current 
situation, and with things changing on a daily basis, it is sometime tricky to know what 
worshipping and serving should actually look like at that moment. 

Our starting point is to pray for others and ourselves and, in the light of that prayer, to work out what 
we can do to help ie serve.  For those of us who have been asked to take particular care, or formally 
Shield, we can probably do relatively little from a practical viewpoint except following the guidelines and 
medical advice. Others may be able to offer more tangible help to friends and neighbours.

Traditionally the Church kept the time of Lent as a time of prayer and fasting. Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday (this year Wednesday 17th February) and lasts just over six weeks. It is the time of 
preparation for the annual recalling of events leading up to the death of Jesus and the celebration of his 
resurrection at Easter. 

Lent is often described as a time of spiritual spring cleaning and its origins and purpose are summed up in 
the Introduction which is used each year at the Ash Wednesday Service:

“Brothers and sisters in Christ: since early days Christians have observed with great devotion the 
time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection. It became the custom of the Church to prepare for 
this by a season of penitence and fasting.

At first this season of Lent was observed by those who were preparing for baptism at Easter and 
by those who were to be restored to the Church’s fellowship from which they had been separated 
through sin. In course of time the Church came to recognize that, by a careful keeping of these 
days, all Christians might take to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of the 
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord.

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self 
examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting and self denial; and by reading and meditating on 
God’s holy word.”

Last year we began Lent, as normal, with worship on Ash Wednesday but much of what we usually do to 
keep the time through to Easter was either abandoned or re-worked to keep the days at home in 
households. From where we are now, it seems quite possible that our keeping of these days will again be 
significantly impacted by COVID-19 this year. In these circumstances taking this season seriously might 
look a bit different to normal although there are some common threads. 

The following are some practical things to start with:

• There will be worship online as well as, or instead of being in person, on all the key days. Make 
attendance at worship on the key days of Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Easter Day a real priority. This is in addition to normal Sunday worship – also online.

• Make a conscious decision about how much food is consumed and what could/should be given up and 
support others to keep to what they have given up. Possibly give any money freed up to a 
charity/good cause.

• Consciously commit to do something, like our Lent course (see elsewhere in the Magazine for details) 
or use some sort of Lent Book or reading scheme.

For those who do not see themselves as part of the Church, this is a season of invitation:
• Perhaps join in by giving things up and supporting good causes
• Perhaps explore something of the Christian spiritual tradition that has shaped this country. All 

worship and the Lent course are open to all and you are invited to take part.

However you choose to keep Lent may you be truly blessed.

God bless

Phil



We meet today by the northern shores of the Sea of Galilee, otherwise known as Gennesaret and even in 
one well known hymn, 'Dear Lord and Father of mankind' written by the American Quaker poet, John 
Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892), it is mentioned as 'the Syrian Sea'.   Last time we met we noticed that 
even after Jesus had spent a long time with the people and large numbers of them had been blessed, they 
still wanted Him to stay with them. However, He had told them that He had many other cities to go to in 
order to take the good news of the gospel.  So the last verse of  Luke, chapter 4, verse 44 says, 'And He 
was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee'.  This area is where the most concentrated portion of His 
ministry was performed.  St Matthew's gospel states that Jesus left Nazareth and came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah chapter 9 verses 1 and 2, 'The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by 
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; the people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death, light has dawned'.

Then from that time Jesus began to preach and say, 'Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand'. Notice 
that before our Lord performs any supernatural ministry He always calls people to repentance. It is 
mandatory.  'And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon, called Peter and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea for they were fishermen'.  In fact, they were in all probability washing 
their nets. Then our Lord got into one of the boats, which in fact was Simon's (Simon Peter) and asked him 
to put out a little from the land. The Lord Jesus sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. It was 
an excellent idea because the beach at that point is curved.  Having been there I have seen it and it makes a 
wonderful place to address a crowd because the speaker's voice carries over the water unhindered to all 
those standing on the shore line.

Jesus had interrupted Peter's work and when He had finished speaking, the Lord rewarded the 'big 
fisherman' (as he is often known) with an unprecedented catch of fish.  Our Lord said to Peter, 'Launch out 
into the deep and let down your nets for a catch!'  But Peter protested, 'Master! We have toiled all night 
and caught nothing!  Nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net'.  And when they had done this they 
caught a great number of fish and their net was breaking so they signalled to their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them which they did and filled both the boats so they began to sink. Peter was 
overcome with gratitude.  He fell down at the Lord's knees and said, 'Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord!'

Peter and all with him were likewise affected, including his other partners, James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee.  The Lord Jesus said to Simon, 'Do not be afraid.  From now, you shall catch men!'  And so they 
did as the following New Testament accounts record.  This story has had considerable influence over the 
centuries.  There is even a kind of fish caught on the Sea of Galilee today called 'St Peter's fish' which is 
part of the Israeli version of  'fish and chips' which my wife and I have enjoyed sitting beside the Lake.   
See you at the lakeside again next time for more adventures in this remarkable land.  

FROM GOLDEN CROSS CHAPEL
BY PASTOR TERRY BRINKLEY

LENT COURSE: CRACKED WIDE OPEN

Mondays at 7.00pm from 22nd February via Zoom

This course invites reflection on what minimum requirements need to be present for a diocese to 
participate in the mission of God.  In the light of that reflection it asks for prayer about how our unity 
with God and in the Body of Christ might grow and deepen that the world might believe.

All are welcome

The joining instructions will be emailed out on the church email list – if you want to join this list please let 
me know (philhodgins@btinternet.com). 

Session 1: 22nd February

Session 2: 1st March

Session 3: 8th March

Session 4: 15th March

Session 5: 22nd March

mailto:philhodgins@btinternet.com


WORSHIP IN THE UNITED BENEFICE

Due to the pandemic in-person worship in Chiddingly and East Hoathly has been suspended and all public 
worship is now online. The plan for Worship is as follows:

Every Sunday
• A simple pre-recorded Eucharist (without a sermon) will be available on Facebook from 8am
• A live service will take place at 10am via Zoom, led from the Rectory with different people doing 

readings and leading prayers. There will be music/hymns and a short Address. It will feel very much 
like the first part of our normal Sunday Service. There will be a published order of service and 
words for the Hymns, which will be emailed out.

• After service coffee, via a separate Zoom link will be hosted by Peter and Faith Gunner to enable 
people to see each other and interact – bring your own coffee and biscuits

Links to all the above will be emailed out in good time before the worship.  If you wish to be added to the 
email list, contact the rector on philhodgins@btinternet.com.

Daily Prayers: simple prayers for each day will be posted to Facebook by 8.00am (Monday-Friday).

Facebook services and prayers are posted to the group: East Hoathly Church.  If you are not a Facebook 
user and would like some help to sign in and join this group so you can see these services and prayers, 
contact Phil.

The Calendar of Worship is as follows:

FEBRUARY
Sunday 7th 2nd Sunday before Lent
Sunday 14th Sunday before Lent
Wednesday 17th ASH WEDNESDAY

7pm – Live Service via Zoom
Sunday 21st 1st Sunday of Lent
Monday 22nd 7pm - Lent Course: Cracked Wide Open: Session 1 via Zoom
Sunday 28th 2nd Sunday of Lent

MARCH
Monday 1st 7pm - Lent Course: Cracked Wide Open: Session 2 via Zoom
Sunday 7th 3rd Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday
Monday 8th 7pm - Lent Course: Cracked Wide Open: Session 3 via Zoom
Sunday 14th 4th Sunday of Lent
Monday 15th 7pm - Lent Course: Cracked Wide Open: Session 4 via Zoom
Sunday 21st 5th Sunday of Lent – Passiontide begins
Monday 22nd 7pm - Lent Course: Cracked Wide Open: Session 5 via Zoom

HOLY WEEK

Sunday 28th March: PALM SUNDAY

Thursday 1st April: MAUNDY THURSDAY

Friday 2nd April: GOOD FRIDAY

Sunday 4th April: EASTER DAY

Funeral:
Chiddingly 18th December Andrea Susan GOODRIDGE

FROM THE REGISTERS – DECEMBER 2020
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BLUE WILLOW
The legend of the Willow Pattern

Koong-Shee was lovely as blossom in spring
as graceful and slender as swallow on wing.
Her mandarin father arranged a grand marriage
with rich old Ta-Jin, a man she disparaged.
So Koong-Shee eloped from a suitor so cruel
with secretary Chang and a casket of jewels.
They took Ta-Jin’s boat. Her furious father
pursued with a whip, for now he sought rather
to kill humble Chang. A black storm arose.
The lovers’ ship foundered, the gods pity chose:
they metamorphosed then to ivory doves.
See, they dance round the willow where first they pledged love.
Should you break a plate on your stone kitchen floor
their wings will clap sharp as they fly up once more.

Peter Wellby

After New Year greetings and Christmas catch-ups, we started our January meeting discussing the five 
Resolutions to vote on. Those members who were not able to attend had been asked to send their vote to 
Claire via email. Liz was unable to attend but had prepared a very comprehensive background to each 
one. The Resolution gaining the most votes was: “A call to increase awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian 
cancer.”

During the year we have various competitions for Achievement, Craft, and overall winner of Flower of the 
Month. It was my pleasure to give these awards. The Achievement award went to Sue and Josephine for 
their unstinting delivery of birthday posies to all of our members throughout the year. These posies brought 
so much pleasure and fun. At least one birthday girl was sung Happy Birthday to outside their gate. I was 
also nominated to share this award for keeping all the balls in the air during this pandemic: I fear I may have 
dropped a few though! Sue also won the Rose Bowl for winning the most Flower of the Month Competitions. 
The Craft Competition Cup, I awarded to Elaine, a wonderful knitter and mistress of many other crafts. 
crafts. Elaine spins and dyes a lot of the wools she uses. A friend’s dog, Woody, was feeling the cold, so a 
posh coat was purchased but Woody had other ideas: the coat was attacked and ripped off. Elaine came to 
the rescue with a very smart pure wool lilac, brown and gold knitted striped coat. Woody allowed the coat to 
be put over his head and through his two front paws without even a wriggle. Aah! Woody seemed to know 
that this coat was going to be just the ticket and worth showing off. So if you see a very smart dachshund 
showing off his ‘amazing coloured 'warm coat’ around Hailsham Rec, that will be Woody.

We normally renew our membership subscriptions in January but the National Federation of WI’s have 
extended our year till April this year as we haven’t been able to meet, which means April will, from now on, be 
the start of our year instead of January.

Drama is a vital ingredient for a healthy WI. It can be fun and bring members together. As January is Panto 
season, I thought we could come together to read a panto with props. I think this may have been one of balls 
I had dropped! Maybe next year?

Thank you to Robin Symington for sending details of John Robbie’s funeral so I could send on to members. 
Also thank you Daphne for sharing your beautiful colourful floral tribute to John which you thoughtfully left 
for all to see in the Church porch.

We are very much looking forward to our next meeting on Thursday 4th February at 2pm when we will be able 
to see the video Jude has made with the help of Claire, on how to make sour dough.

Anne (Mills)

CHIDDINGLY WI



Lots of V’s to report on this month! Valentines 
Day, Village school artwork, Vegan goodies and 
Volunteers…

Valentine’s Day
February, the month in which some of us celebrate 
St Valentines Day. For those feeling romantic we 
have a variety of beautiful hand-made Valentines 
Cards for sale and you can always find something 
delicious in the shop to give to someone special.

Village School Artwork
On the art wall this month you’ll be able to view 
some beautiful art work created by Chiddingly 
Village School’s Sycamore Class that was inspired 
by William Morris’s block work. It’s so colourful 
it’s sure to cheer you up.

Vegan Products
Did you know that the shop stocks lots of Vegan 
and plant based products? Our window display at 
the moment features lots of these products from 
vegan chocolates and sweets to vegan savoury 
treats and easy meal ideas. There are also some 
new products for you to try. You don’t even need 
to be vegan to enjoy vegan food!

Volunteers
We still welcome new volunteers. With the new 
variant of COVID-19 and the national lock down, 
some of our regular volunteers are shielding. If 
you have been furloughed or have time to spare, 
please consider supporting your local community 
shop, even just for a couple of hours a week and 
even if it’s on a temporary basis. The shop 
provides a vital service for the local community 
which is only possible with plenty of volunteers. 

There are also opportunities on the shop 
committee should you wish to support the shop in 
a different way. Please pop into the shop or 
contact Sue for more information 01825 872949.

Please continue to check our social media pages 
Facebook @chiddinglyvillageshop, Instagram 
@chiddinglyshop or on Twitter @ChiddinglyShop 
to keep up to date for any changes.

Sue
Manager
Chiddingly Village Shop & Café: 01825 872949

CHIDDINGLY VILLAGE SHOP

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri: 8am to 1pm
Sat: 9am to 12.30pm

CHANGE OF EDITOR

After over 8 years as Editor, I have decided to 
retire my red pen and hand over to someone new.  
Next month, Fiona Barton will take over and will 
introduce herself to you in that edition.

When I was working on my first News, for 
September 2012, the fantastic London Olympics 
were in full swing, David Cameron headed a 
coalition government and Donald Trump was a 
bizarre American businessman who liked building 
golf courses – much has changed since!

Chiddingly has changed less: President of the WI 
has been passed from Daphne Robinson, via Elaine 
Birch, to Anne Mills but Steve Tolhurst is still 
Chair of the Village Hall Committee, Coral 
Carpenter leads the Guides, Alan Lofthouse is 
Chairman of the Cricket Club, Noel Hardy is the 
spokesperson for MOSAG and Robyn Symington is 
still Treasurer for many!

Many thanks to all the contributors, both regular 
and occasional.  Without you, there is nothing to
edit and no Parish News. I hope that it will not be 
long before the News can again carry all the 
updates from many clubs and societies and 
advertise lots of quizzes and events to be held in 
the Village.

With very best wishes to all,

Ruth

PARISH NEWS DISTRIBUTION

The PCC has decided that the Parish News will not 
be printed during the current national lockdown but 
will be made available as widely as possible in e-
copy.  This will apply to the March edition and 
possibly beyond.

If you know someone who has not received a copy of 
this February News, please forward your copy to 
them.  If you know someone who is not on email, 
consider printing a copy for them.  Only do so if you 
believe it is safe.

CHURCH

CHRISTMAS

APPEAL

Many thanks to all who 
responded to the Appeal for 

donations to support the 
Church.

£4300 was gratefully 
received.



JOHN ROBINSON

5TH SEPTEMBER 1932 – 9TH DECEMBER 2020

TRIBUTE BY TONY PENROSE
(GIVEN AT JOHN’S FUNERAL)

Most of us here will remember one of the most distinctive things about John, 
his whistle. How could anyone forget John’s special tune? Those of us who had 
the privilege of him delivering his groceries to our homes will remember that 
tune with pleasure. Calling it a tune is actually going a bit far, because it did 
not conform to any known musical format. Its importance was as John’s unique 
signal that tactfully warned of his arrival and avoided him walking in 
unannounced on a private moment.

For us at Muddles Green it was to be heard late on a Friday evening. If you lived around The Gun it was 

Tuesday evening or Wednesday for those in Whitesmith. These regular movements remind us that 

everything John did was part of a well-ordered routine at the centre of which was always the shop. It is no 

exaggeration to say the shop was his life with the family he adored fitted in around the edges. By that I 

don’t imply in any way he was negligent. Everyone understood it was his huge sense of duty and service to 

others that governed his priorities. It was an old fashion attitude, a dedication that is to be admired and 

remembered with affection.

For John the shop was not a job, it was a way of life with a routine as regular as clockwork. Open up at eight 

thirty Monday to Saturday. Lunch between one and two and then home for an hour at six in the evening 

before going back to the shop. Thursday was half day closing, but that was really an opportunity to catch up 

with stocktaking, cooking hams and doing the hundreds of other things needed to ensure the smooth running 

of the business. On Sundays he did the books. He kept individual little red notebooks for his regular 

customers from which he made up the bills. With that done it was time to clean the magnificent bacon 

slicing machine. The knife was a huge concave spinning disc that effortlessly peeled off the bacon or ham in 

precise thicknesses. The hams were bought uncooked and John’s mum and then Daphne used to cook them in 

a massive pot on the Raeburn stove. He remembered the details of everyone’s preference for their cuts and 

the quality was always outstanding.

John bought as much produce locally as he could.  Mr Fripp grew sprouts and potatoes in Ripe. Mike Barnett 

reared turkeys. Tomatoes, peppers and salad came from Mick Sewell at Vines Cross. Alec Austin grew 

brassicas at Muddles Green. Eggs were from Mrs Kindratt at Horam and apples came from The Hale. 

Surpluses from many cottage gardens found their way over the shop counter. It was a valued support for 

the local economy. Looking back at the pre-computer, pre-bar code world of that time it is hard to 

understand how he kept track of so many things at once. Stock taking was always done on New Year’s Day 

because they could be sure they were unlikely to be interrupted.

Sweets arrived from suppliers in big jars to be weighed out. A variety of huge cheeses weighing fifty-six 

pounds that really looked and smelled like cheese had to be cut with a cheese wire. Washing powder, shoe 

polish, fruit, bread including the regular order of French Sticks for the Six Bells. The right colour of 

Andrex loo paper for each customer’s preference. Confectionary and boxes of chocolates were essential and 

John would always enquire playfully of his male customers “A box of chocolates for the wife?” This line 

became his well-loved catch phrase. It summed up his desire to see others pleased, and his wistful need for 

making a sale.

To begin with all the journeys for collection and delivery were on a trade bike with its front carrier filled 

with the goods. Then John got to drive the Robinson’s van. I remember when I was about five and at 

Chiddingly School there was an evening event at the Village Hall. John drove around the village picking up all 

of us children. We crammed in the back, in the dark, seated on biscuit tins with our backs against the cold 

metal of the van and it was the most exciting thing any of us had ever done. These days it would have been 

so totally illegal it does not bear thinking about, but back then in nineteen fifty-two it was just another way 

John served us all.



Everyone knew John as being totally supportive of the community. He was the utterly reliable provider of 

the food for Cricket Teas, the Horse Show and Gymkhana, events at Chiddingly Festival, W.I. meetings and 

the Farley Farm Christmas party which John always enjoyed.

The shop was central to the lives of the Robinson family and similarly it was a key part of our village way of 

life. Some, like Bill Baker, would go in every day for his Golden Virginia roll up tobacco and papers. Others 

went in once a week and the regulars who had accounts, their orders would be phoned in for delivery. It was 

a good solid social routine, and for many of us it was the only time we saw each other.

John’s Friday night deliveries to my parent’s home at Farleys and later to my own home were fondly 

anticipated. The well-known whistle would precede John carrying a huge cardboard box and juggling a torch 

while calling out “Anyone home?” We would always be having our supper and John would be invited to join us, 

pulling up a chair, accepting a glass of wine and joining in the conversation. My mum, celebrated as a cook, 

would always have requests for weird ingredients, maybe things she could not get in London but John often 

found for her. Out would come the little red notebook and the Bic retractable pen – “it’s a left-handed one” 

he would explain as he noted the order.

In the early days my own home was filled with New Zealanders my late wife Suzanna and I had met on our 

travels. John became as much loved by them as by us. When I announced the sad news of his death it 

triggered a stack of very touching photos and emails from them, filled with affectionate memories. (Some 

of those images are part of this display). 

Sometimes at Farleys my mum would mischievously implore John to tell her all the local gossip. As a former 

journalist she had excellent skills for extracting information but John always defeated her. She never got a 

thing out of him – “Oh there is nothing much happening at the moment,” he would say and change the 

subject. His total rectitude was one of his greatest assets. He knew masses of personal details about all of 

us, yet he was never ever known to be indiscreet. This engendered the trust of everyone who knew him. Bob 

Hoskins, the actor who lived in Chiddingly and carefully defended his privacy could be certain that not even 

the smallest detail of his life would be given away. No one ever had a bad word to say about John and that in 

its self was a remarkable achievement.

The shop, The Chiddingly Post Office Stores as it was known, had been bought in nineteen twenty-nine by 

John’s parents who came from Derbyshire. John, born in nineteen thirty-two, went to school locally and then 

did National Service in the RAF. This took him Derbyshire where he connected with his family who lived 

nearby in Long Eaton. This was probably the start of his long-standing support for Derby County Football 

Club which he never allowed to conflict with his passion for Brighton and Hove Albion.

In the nineteen fifties a lot of entertainment was home grown and centred around the Chiddingly Village 

Hall. This is where not long after being de-mobbed from the RAF, at the Stool Ball Supper and Dance, John 

met his wife to be, Daphne Cannon, an established florist who lived in Hailsham and worked in Uckfield. 

“What a nice kind boy,” commented Mr and Mrs Cannon when they met John, “and he is always dressed up 

with a shirt and tie.” They also noted that when he did arrive in the shop van, he was usually late.

Daphne and John were engaged for eighteen months and married in Hailsham in nineteen sixty-two on a 

Thursday afternoon to avoid interrupting the shop routine. After a few days honeymoon they moved into 

Woodside at Muddles Green just in time for the extreme cold and snow of the winter of nineteen sixty-two 

- three. John still got the deliveries through, sometimes struggling on foot through the snow-drifts that 

closed the roads around Swansbrook Lane.

The Robinson family started in a big way with the arrival of their twins Gill and Michael in June nineteen 

sixty-three, followed by Colin and Ian in nineteen sixty-seven. The bigger family needed more room and 

they moved to Oaklands, handily close to Chiddingly School. When John’s dad died in nineteen seventy-two, 

his brother Bill came to help at the shop and ran the Post Office which had been looked after by their 

mother. Daphne became a regular on the shop team and later Gill helped out before becoming a teacher. No 

wonder she can add up so fast.

(continued…..)



John’s absence from the home was made up for by the intensity of the times he did spend with the children. 

They remember collecting tadpoles from the stream by the school playing field, or exploring in the adjoining 

woodland. They remember being taken to the old Goldstone Ground in Hove to watch Brighton and Hove 

Albion playing, each with a wooden soda siphon crate from the shop to stand on so they could see. Later 

there were major expeditions – to Derby and back in a day to cheer on Albion in their First Division match 

against Derby County. Football was in John’s blood and early on he played for Chiddingly which of course 

gave him an undying closeness to the Baker family and other stalwarts of the team.

John’s other passion was speedway, perhaps unexpected in someone who was such a careful driver. He would 

take the children to Arlington and thrill to the roar and dust of the races. He was instantly recognisable as 

being the only fan wearing a shirt and tie.

John also inherited his parents’ love of comedy like the Goon Show and light opera but his innate shyness 

stood in the way of him becoming a performer. As far as we know his only stage performance was during the 

Chiddingly Festival in the nineteen eighties. Ray Strong, Les Crapper, Derek Ford and others, all big men, 

performed a comic song and dance, naked, except for outsized nappies and huge boots. It was a horrible 

sight. At the very end John appeared on the edge of the stage, dapper as usual. He held a box of Black 

Magic and flawlessly delivered his famous line – “A box of chocolates for the wife?” It brought the house 

down. 

No record of John would be complete without a reference to his love of his pets. In the shop there was a 

continuous succession of cats. Many of us will remember Shopcat or Jaws who in good weather snoozed on 

the roof of the van and bit anyone who tried to stroke him, or Sprout who could catch a Brussels sprout in 

mid-air if it was thrown the length of the shop. Then there was Jake, a rescued Jack Russell terrier who 

knew every rabbit hole in Hoads Wood and spent days at a time stuck down them. Dogs were always 

important to John. In recent years Roz and I took ours with us when we visited as he was always so pleased 

to see them. 

Bill’s retirement in nineteen ninety-seven and then John’s own retirement subsequently led to the closure of 

the shop. It was around this time that John and Daphne moved to The Glade in Hailsham. When the shop 

closed the village lost the beating heart that had sustained it for nearly seventy years and we were all 

worried John might lose his own heart with it. He worked for a while at Wooden Wonders making our gift 

ware. He helped me by driving my son Josh to his school in Lewes, and then in our Farleys House tour season 

he became an assistant guide. Our visitors loved discovering that he had known the house and my parents 

intimately. More importantly everyone on the staff loved John and once again he became part of our Farleys 

family.

Retirement gave him time with his grand-children, Alex, Amy and Joe and he loved watching them grow, 

always talking about them with huge affection. He began to travel freely. With Gill and Billy, he went to 

Bergamo in Italy, where he was baffled as to why the famous Parma ham tasted no-where near as good as 

his shop ham. He and Daphne travelled in Scotland, Spain and made several trips to Gill and Billy’s home in 

Dinan, France. In all he had some very happy years, much loved by his family and cared for by Daphne with 

incredible love and dedication as the dreadful curse of Alzheimer’s slowly took him further and further 

away from us all. 

People we love never really die; they never truly leave us. They live on for ever in our hearts. You will all hold 

dear your own fond personal memories of that warm, generous, unique person who was John. I know I do and 

for me on a Friday night I will never lose the anticipation of hearing the whistle that signalled an hour or so 

with a much loved and very special friend. Thank you, John, for being in our lives.

If you wish to commemorate the memory of John, the Robinson family suggest that you might care to make a donation 
to the Alzheimer’s Society via Hailsham Funeral Services, 11 Station Road, Hailsham. BN27 2BE.

JOHN ROBINSON

5TH SEPTEMBER 1932 – 9TH DECEMBER 2020

CONTINUED



Despite Covid-19 vaccines being rolled out, this year could be similar to last, with no Horti shows but that’s 
no reason not to garden! Garden Centres are open, so get your potatoes, onion sets, seeds and composts to be 
ready: the evenings are getting lighter and the bulbs are emerging. Spring is on her way!

I thought I might explain a bit about the soil with which we have to garden. I say soil but, of course, I mean 
clay. Brick making clay. The Weald is what’s left of Lower Cretaceous rocks (145-100 million years ago, give 
or take) weathered over time to reveal the clay and sandstone deposits. Soil is a variable mix of organic 
matter, minerals, air, water and microorganisms. The mineral content is derived from the weathering over 
time of rocks through physical and chemical erosion and the size of these mineral particles gives us its 
properties. The largest particles are sand, then silt and the smallest are clay. 

The organic matter is provided by decaying animal and plant life, drawn down from the surface and taken 
deeper by the actions of worms, roots, insects and water. This organic matter can improve the water 
retaining properties which in turn retains nutrients and a microbial community. The organic content in soil 
allows for crops to be grown.

This explains why I go on about adding organic matter to soil. It will improve the moisture and nutrient 
content as well as physically separating the particles of clay for drainage. It’s the reason you shouldn’t walk 
about on exposed clay soil in the winter, you’ll be compressing it and closing all the air gaps, which creates a 
‘concrete’ layer when it does dry out.

Don’t be disheartened by the heavy soil we have, though, Clay is fertile, roses love it! If you hate digging, 
grow potatoes. As the tubers grow, they physically open the soil up to allow water to pass through. Adding 
grit or gravel is a possibility but not practical in a large area but adding organic matter; leaf mould, 
homemade compost, horse or stable manure, especially now; a good thick layer spread around before March 
at the latest, on a yearly basis, will improve things enormously. 
Enough of the lecture! Get out there and garden but stay safe.

Dave

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

YEW - BY MICHAEL BLENCOWE, SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ famed donkey ride into Jerusalem. Recreating that palm-branch-strewn 
journey in Britain has been botanically challenging, since palm trees don’t grow in our climate. Instead, 
churches gathered sprigs of native yew to provide the ceremonial décor and in some areas, the Sunday 
before Easter became known as Yew Sunday. And that’s why every churchyard has a yew. 

Well, actually the yew’s churchyard connection is because yews are evergreen and can miraculously regrow 
from a dead stump. The trees were planted as a symbol of everlasting life and a reminder of the Easter 
resurrection. But, hold up; how come over 500 churchyard yews in England and Wales are older than their 
churches? It must mean that the yews themselves were pagan places of worship and the churches were built 
around them. Or they were planted on the graves of plague victims to purify the dead. Or it could be 
something to do with long bows. Or keeping the waiting congregation sheltered and dry each Sunday.

No-one seems sure where this association started but, whatever the reason, yews look right at home in 
churchyards. Dark, dense and unmoving they solemnly preside over the sad ceremonies held underneath their 
boughs and have seen generations come and go (but mostly go). Yews themselves deliver death and every part 
of them is highly poisonous; their leaves, their bark, their seeds. Only the fleshy red arils around the toxic 
seeds are harmless, encouraging birds to feed on them and disperse the poisonous cargo within. Yet death 
itself does not seem to inconvenience the yew. 

Two rival British yews are advertised as the oldest living thing in Europe, at an alleged 5000 years old. Not 
many yews in Sussex can rival these great evergreen granddaddies. Most of our whippersnappers are 
probably just a couple of hundred years old. The problem is it’s hard to accurately age a yew. As they get 
older, their blood red heart-wood rots, leaving them hollow inside and without traditional growth rings. Its 
heart may no longer be in it but that won’t stop the yew from growing.

One of the oldest yews in Sussex can be found in Stedham churchyard near Midhurst. It’s estimated to be a 
mind-boggling 2,500 years old. Over in Wilmington, at the foot of the Long Man, a monstrous yew dominates 
the churchyard. At a reputed age of 1600 the tree is 600 years older than the church. Supported by wooden 
props and straining against rusting chains, it’s as if a travelling circus is exhibiting an aging dinosaur. It’s 
worth a visit to both these old timers. For me, standing in the shadow of a plant that is 40 times older than 
you is humbling and a reminder that for us mere humans, life is brief. 
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Every week we take several bags of donated food 
and toiletries to the Foodbank: 90% of food given 
out to those in need is donated by the 
public. Thank you to all of you who are able to 
contribute.

The Foodbank box is located in the Church porch 
and is emptied regularly. If you would like to 
know more about our local Foodbank, then go to 
www.hailsham.foodbank.org.uk where you can see 
what items are urgently required and what they 
have plenty of.

This month the Foodbank is in need of:

❑ Jam, marmalade, chocolate spread, peanut 
butter

❑ Instant Mash
❑ Tomato ketchup and brown sauce
❑ Size 5 and 6 nappies (no others)
❑ Shower Gel, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant

HAILSHAM FOODBANK

The copy deadline for the Parish Magazine is the 15th of the month and the magazine is normally 
available in the Church on the last Sunday of the month.  

If you would like to send a contribution for the Parish News, please e-mail: 
chiddinglyparishnews@gmail.com.  and request a “read receipt” if you want to be sure it has been 

received.  Paper copy can be posted to Bay Tree Cottage, BN27 4AE.

The views expressed in the articles printed in the Chiddingly Parish News are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor, the Rector or the 

Churchwardens.

LACHELLE LINK

The Link AGM will take place remotely via Zoom 
on Wednesday 10 February at 7pm. 

If you would like to attend please contact 
Jeanie Gordon at jeanie@gordon.org.uk and she 
will send you a link to join the meeting. 

We are looking forward to seeing (even if it is 
remotely) members and anyone who is 
interested in joining the Link! 

We recommend having a glass of wine and some 
cheese to hand during the meeting. After such 
an extraordinary year, we hope to discuss plans 
for the future, including a visit to France.

Sarah Leighton

CHIDDINGLY MEMORIES

There were little things. I can tell you of one 
instance. It was at the Six Bells. I was only a 
school-boy at the time, this is in the twenties. 
My eldest brother, he was fifteen years older. 
He was leaning against Robinson's wall, talking to 
another chap. It was in the winter. He saw this 
chap come out of the pub, and take an oil lamp 
off a bicycle and put it on his own. The chap 
couldn't see my brother, because he was against 
the wall - there was no street light. My brother 
saw him, though, because of the oil lights in the 
pub, see. He saw it happen. So then Tom 
Wickens came out of the pub, and his lamp was 
missing. My brother Perce went over to him.
He says "Yes", he says, "I saw the chap take it. 
He was from East Hoathly .“

Anyway, it wasn't long before the policeman 
came up on his bicycle, and Tom tells him, "A 
chap has stolen my bicycle lamp."
He says "Never! Nobody wouldn't do that!"
Tom says, "Well, they did!"
And my brother Perce says, "Yes, I saw him take 
it! I was standing by the wall. I didn't realise he 
was stealing it. I thought he was just taking 
someone's light. And I can tell you who it was 
too, it was a chap from East Hoathly!" And he 
told him the man's name.

So the policeman went over to East Hoathly, and 
he retrieved the lamp in the man's house and he 
charged him. The chap had been in trouble for 
petty theft before, so that warranted him to go 
to Uckfield after he was sentenced, for two 
strokes of the cat-o-nine-tails.

And my brother used to say that he was one of 
the nicest chaps in the world after that. And he 
used to come out and tell Tom Wickens how 
sorry he was for what he'd done. He was a nice 
chap after that.

mailto:jeanie@gordon.org.uk




The Village Works, London Road,  
East Hoathly,  BN8  6QA. 

01825 840734 - info@healthhouse.uk.com 

Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine 

McTimoney Chiropractic 

Homeopathy 

Reflexology 

Myofascial/Deep Tissue/Sports/
Holistic Massage  

Counselling/Hypnotherapy 

Chair-Based Exercise 

——oo0oo—— 

Natural Health Products 

                                   

 
The Remedy Room 

 
 

 
 
 
                           

 

 

Hailsham Funeral Service 
 

11 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 2BE 
 

01323 440909 
 

A completely independent and privately owned family business,  
now in its second generation. 

 

Available to any area with a dignified service, day or night. 
 

Partners: Mr John Morris and Mrs Annie Callaway 
 

www.hailshamfuneral.co.uk                 enquiries@hailshamfuneral.co.uk   
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ELECTRICIANS

Office: 01323 848085

Martin Russell: 07971 494676

Matt Cull: 07973 922390

are

Pulse Electrical
Contractors Ltd

Part P Registered, 65 yrs combined
experience
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MR KINDLING.    

EXCEEDINGLY GOOD WOOD.    
 

WE ARE BASED IN WALDRON AND SPECIALISE IN THE SUPPLY OF TOP QUALITY LOGS AND KINDLING. PERFECT 
KINDLING FOR EASY LIGHTING OF THE COSIEST FIRES AND QUALITY SEASONED LOGS TO KEEP THOSE FIRES 

BURNING. 
 

FULL MIXED LOAD 2 m³ (approx.) 
BULK BAG 1m³ (approx.) 

NETS OF LOGS  
KINDLING NETS 

 

WWW.MRKINDLING.COM 
EMMA.BROWN@MRKINDLING.COM 

 
01435813136 

07967178230 / 07969890237 
FREE DELIVERY  

 



 

 
 

 
www.lewesupholstery.co.uk 

 
If you have a piece of furniture that you want 
reupholstered or even completely re-
designed, please give me a call or drop me an 
email. If you want to talk your ideas through 
you can reach me on: 
 

M.07940 472272 or T:01825 873070 
E: abi@lewesupholstery.co.uk 

 
 





LAUGHTON AGRIPLANT 

All groundworks and construction
Excavations . Extensions
New builds . Conversions

Drainage works . New treatment plants 
Paddock water pipe installation

Telephone 01825 873413
Mobile 07974 317568

jb@laughtonagriplant.co.uk 
Established 1980

jeanie gordon
acupuncture
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Could Acupuncture improve your health?

Chiddingly
70x90

 

 
www.barrytech.co.uk 

 
Fast – Reliable - Affordable - Professional 

 
I will visit you for all your PC, Printer, 

Broadband and Tablet needs:- 

 

Email, Printing, Internet, Viruses, 

Spyware, Firewalls, Security, 

Networking, Backup, Data Recovery, 

Hardware and Software. 

 

Roger Barry 
1 Willetts Cottages, Muddles 

Green, Chiddingly, BN8 6HR 

 

Tel: 01323 332480 

Mob: 07552 248558 

Email: info@barrytech.co.uk 



 

315 copies of the Parish magazine are distributed 
each month to all households in Chiddingly 

 
To place an advert please contact: 

Nikos Mikelis, 
 01825 873124, or 
07802 651879, or 

nikos@mikelis.com 
 

      Size of advert   Approx. size (in cm)  Cost for 12 issues 
  

    Full page 18 wide x 28 deep            £ 220 
    Half page 18 wide x 14 deep            £ 130 
    Quarter page 18 wide x 7 deep or  

  9 wide x 14 deep 
           £   70 

    Eighth page   9 wide x 7 deep            £   50 
 

 

       
Lamb - Grass fed reared at Highfield Farm  
 

Hoggett - Slow grown on our own farm, these Herdwick Hoggetts 
produce the finest flavoured sheep meat.  
 

Beef - Pasture fed and produced on the Highfields Farm, where Turners 
Farm Shop is located.  
 

Chicken - Genuine Sussex free Range Chickens reared in Arlington, 
East Sussex by Sussex Foods. These chickens spend their day times 
out in the fields !  
 

Free local delivery on all orders. Call us or email your order to: 
01273 812440      07504 639404    andy@turners-butchers.com 

Or visit us Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays 9:00 till 1:00 
Turners Butchers, Highfield Farm, The Broyle, Ringmer BN8 5AR 

 

 
 





For All Your Security Needs

KKLOCKSMITHS

• 24hr Locksmith Service 

• No Call Out Charge

• Domestic & Commercial

• Lock Fitting (Insurance Approved)

• uPVC Door & Window Lock Specialists

• Garage Door & Lock Repairs

• On Site Key Cutting (We come to you)

Balcombes DIY, Hailsham Road, Heathfield, East Sussex  TN21 8AE

Call Danny or Steve
01435 868493

07759 800694
Email: danny@keymarklocksmiths.com

www.keymarklocksmiths.com

Keymark_Heathfield Quarter A5 Ad:Layout 1  5/9/11 



WINDOW CLEANING
Meet Jason, 

your local window cleaner!

       Let us give you squeaky clean windows 
             with our pure water system. We can clean:

t�

For a free no obligation quotation call or email us today!
Telephone Jason 01435 408048 ~ 07739 039944

Email: ascleaning@live.co.uk
www.aswindowcleaning.co.uk

t� Windows
t� Solar panels
t� Fascias, so!ts & conservatories
t� Up to 60"! 





Laughton Automotive Services 
Milwards Farm 

Lewes Rd 
Laughton 

East Sussex 
BN8 6BN   

01323 405467 
 

Winter is here! 
Now is the time to get your car prepared for the colder months ahead and long 
journeys you may have planned over the holidays. We can ensure your car is 
winter ready with our 25 point winter vehicle inspection to include your 
windscreen wipers and washers, tyres, brake fluid and brakes,(including ABS), 
check your lights and of course ensure you have enough anti freeze so you can 
have peace of mind whenever you travel. If your MOT or service is due soon, 
do give us a ring and get booked in and don't forget our free local 
collection/delivery service or use of one of our courtesy cars. Now would be a 
good time to keep our number safe to hand “Won’t start” “Flat Tyre” “Broken 
Down” “Flat Battery” we can now offer a 24 Hr breakdown and recovery 
service with our customer support and Recovery Vehicle. 

Laughton Machinery service 
Milwards Farm 

Lewes Rd 
Laughton East Sussex 

BN8 6BN 
01323 405467 

We can also get your mower, strimmer, quad, trailer 
and tractor in for a check over service and sharpen, 
and don’t forget all your equestrian equipment 

including horse boxes inc HGV and trailers too. 
Did you know we are very well equipped and skilled welders for most steels and 
alloys (Arc, Mig and Tig) and pride ourselves in our repair and fabrication abilities. 
We can also purchase and clear any unused vehicles and equipment working or not 
that you may no longer need or want to repair, and if you are in need of any 
machinery or equipment in particular just ask as we may have it for sale or be able to 
find it for you. 
We look forward to being of service to you all soon                                                                                                 
Chris, Eve and the team 





WE’LL SEE 
YOU SOON

Wishing you all
a happy and healthy

start to 2021

Keep up to date with the latest 
on our Facebook page

facebook.com/thegunheathfield

Or check out our local walks at
elitepubs.com/the-gun/the-gun-walks

The Gun
Gun Hill, Heathfield

TN21 0JU



PARISH DIRECTORY
(ALL TEL NOS 01825 UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE)

Rainbows/Brownies/Guides Coral Carpenter 01323 371908/coralpaul@aol.com
Chiddingly Community Land Trust Sue Skan secretary@cclt.uk
Chiddingly Mummers Patrick O’Hare paddyoh@uwclub.net
Cricket Club Chairman: Jonathan Lofthouse

lofthouse885@btinternet.com
East Sussex County Cllr Nick Bennett 733328
Electricity Power Failure 105
Electoral Roll/Parish Register Rose Harman 872592
Friends of Chiddingly Church Chair: Veryan Sharp 873287/veryansharp@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Emergencies 0800 111999
Golden Cross Chapel Pastor: Terry Brinkley 872345
Horse Show Sophie Davidson 07850 125672
Horticultural Society Secty: Zoe Cornford 01323 449352/zoecornford@gmail.com
Hospital Eastbourne DGH 01323 417400
Housing – Willetts Field Downland Housing Group 01444 414429
Lachelle Link Sarah Leighton 873436/leightons.honeywick@tiscali.co.uk
Lunch Club Kay Miller 872439
Member of Parliament Nus Ghani

020 7219 4619/nusrat.ghani.mp@parliament.uk
Mothers’ Union Rose Harman 872592
National Travel Line (including local bus services) 0871 2002233
Neighbourhood Watch Parish Council Clerk see below
Parish Council Chairman:Julian Richards 872330/cllr.julian.richards@chiddingly.gov.uk 

Clerk: Julie O’Donnell 01435 866319/clerk@chiddingly.gov.uk
George Allan – 07591 853017/cllr.george.allan@chiddingly.gov.uk
Katrina Best – 873322/cllr.katrina.best@chiddingly.gov.uk
Cliff Marchant – 872998/cllr.cliff.marchant@chiddingly.gov.uk
Nikos Mikelis – 873124/cllr.nikos.mikelis@chiddingly.gov.uk
Steve Newham – 872613/cllr.steve.newham@chiddingly.gov.uk
Steve Tolhurst -01273 813921/cllr.steve.tolhurst@chiddingly.gov.uk
Brendon Welsh – 872922/cllr.brendon.welsh@chiddingly.gov.uk
Should you want to email the whole council you can use council@chiddingly.gov.uk

Police 01273 470101
101 non emergency 

Saturday Morning Markets Christine Brinkley 872345
School: Head of School James Proctor 872307
School Association Amy McGowan 07711 584752/

pfcs@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk
Short-Mat Bowls Club Richard Bean 872393
Stoolball Club Emma Waterman 872740
Tree Warden Andy Barnes 873337
Vi Braden Sports Hall Bookings: Emma Waterman 872740
Village Hall Telephone 872155

Bookings: Jenny Bean 872393
Caretaker: Richard Bean 872393

Village Hall Mgment Comm Chairman: Steve Tolhurst 01273 813921
Village Shop Sue Fletcher 872949
Water Leaks 0333 0003330
Wealden District Council 01323 443322
Wealden District Councillor Geoffrey Draper 07971 240233/

cllr.Geoffrey.Draper@wealden.gov.uk
Women’s Institute President: Anne Mills 01323 845825
Yoga Sara McGowan 07478 658876 
Youth Club (GX Chapel) Mary Brinkley/Paul Jones 01323 482502/01323 483571

mailto:872330/julian.richards@chiddingly.gov.uk
mailto:813921/steve.tolhurst@chiddingly.gov.uk
mailto:872922/brendon.welsh@chiddingly.gov.uk
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