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It has been the belief of the Church since its 
very beginning, nearly 2000 years ago that 
Easter changes absolutely everything. Jesus 
who was dead on Good Friday was alive on 
Easter Day and was encountered by his closest 
friends and followers. They were shocked yet 
full of joy as they struggled to understand what 
this unprecedented event might mean. 

Each year the church re-tells the story of what 
happened nearly 2000 years ago and seeks to 
make clear its significance for us right now in 
the 21st century. Many people think they know 
this story but it is true that probably a smaller 
proportion of adults than ever before have 
really listened to it as adults and heard why it is 
so significant for themselves and their children 
and grandchildren. 

The retelling of these events takes place within 
a single week – Palm Sunday (28th March) 
through Maundy Thursday (1st April), to Good 
Friday (2nd April) and Easter Day (4th April). 
This year the retelling may be done online or at 
in-person worship or some combination of both 
(we will see), but it will be done! 

If this all reminds you 
of a story that you 
were once familiar with 
and want to have your 
memory refreshed or 
whether you have never 
really heard it and want to 
know more you are welcome at 
all or any of the worship and a full list of which 
appears on the following two pages. (There will 
be an opportunity to find out more about the 
Christian faith for those wishing to explore it – 
details in the April Magazine). 

Something of the sense of what it means for 
the death and resurrection of Jesus to have 
changed everything and its meaning for us in the 
21st century is captured in the poem reading I 
pointed people towards last Easter called ‘The 
Comeback’ the text of which is reproduced 
below and can still be seen on YouTube here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qShsio3O6MY  

Do have a good Easter. 
God bless & keep safe, Phil 

From The Parish Priest 
Easter is coming! 

Itʼs finished, itʼs over.  
Thereʼs more of them than us and they look a lot bigger.  
The villainʼs got the girl and his fingerʼs on the trigger.  
Voldemort, Sauron, and Vader reign.  
Itʼs gone to penalties against the Germans again.  
Itʼs a terrible feeling when hope is erased,  
faith misplaced, virtue defaced, gloom embraced,  
reputation replaced with a taste of disgrace.  
When youʼve pushed every door,  
and itʼs been slammed in your face,  
when you realise youʼre third in a two-horse race.  
So come, sit with me on Golgothaʼs slopes.  
See human history at its lowest ebb.  
See the forces of goodness and grace on the ropes.  
Evil had spoken, last rites read.  
In a phoney gown and thorny crown,  
heʼs mocked and knocked and shamed.  
As he staggers down through an angry town,  
they spit and hit and hate.  
Hands that forged galaxies and flung starry trails  
are pierced and punctured by merciless nails.  
His body succumbing to brutal infliction.  
These, the horrors of crucifixion.  

And as dice are tossed, hope is lost,  
desolate disciples count the cost.  
King of the Jews, his headrest embossed.  
A criminalʼs killing, on Calvaryʼs cross.  
And as last words cut through foul-smelling air,  
the whole of the cosmos cries out in despair.  
It is finished. Itʼs over.  
But then dawn breaks on Easter day,  
darkness quakes as shadows give way to the light.  
See, resurrection is the plan, itʼs why God sent him.  
And the comebackʼs on, thereʼs a change of momentum.  
The powers of damnation in previous jubilation  
have been hushed and crushed by the Lord of creation.  
See, he takes the hit, stands where we should have stood.  
And thatʼs why we call Friday Good.  
And heʼs back with life and with us, and blessed.  
And thatʼs why we can know it as Sunday Best.  
So to the four-nil down, itʼs the backs against the wall.  
Listen to his rallying resurgent call.  
And to those up against it, in brokenness and pain,  
Easterʼs story roars, “We go again!”  
So thine be the glory, deathʼs lost its sting.  
Hereʼs to Jesus, the comeback King.  

“The Comeback” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qShsio3O6MY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qShsio3O6MY


Worship and Events 
Provisional Worship Through to Easter 2021 

Due to the Pandemic public Worship in Chiddingly and East Hoathly churches (in common with many 
other Parishes) has been suspended.  

ALL public worship is currently online and will remain so until further notice.  

There follows two worship schedules: 

Schedule 1 assumes that worship will continue to be online only through until Easter. 

Schedule 2 assumes that in-person worship in church may be possible and outlines this.  

SCHEDULE 1 – ONLINE WORSHIP ONLY 

Every Sunday 

• A simple recorded Eucharist (without a sermon) to be available on Facebook from 8.00am 

 A live service at 10.00am on Zoom. Led from the Rectory with different people doing Readings 
and leading prayers. There will be music/hymns and a short Address. It will feel very much like 
the first part of our normal Sunday Service. There will be a published order of service and 
words for the Hymns which will be emailed out. 

 After service coffee (bring your own!) ‘hosted’ by Peter and Faith Gunner to enable people to 
see each other and interact. 

Links to all the above will be emailed out in good time before the worship. 

Daily Prayers 

• Simple prayers for each day posted to Facebook by 8.00am (Monday-Friday) 

MARCH 

Sunday 7th March (3rd Sunday of Lent) 

• 8.00am Recorded Eucharist (without a sermon) on Facebook 

 10.00am Live Service on Zoom with after service coffee 

Sunday 14th March (4th Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday) 

• 8.00am Recorded Eucharist (without a sermon) on Facebook 

 10.00am Live Service on Zoom with after service coffee 

Sunday 21st March (5th Sunday of Lent) Passiontide Begins 

• 8.00am Recorded Eucharist (without a sermon) on Facebook 

 10.00am Live Service on Zoom with after service coffee 

Sunday 28th March (PALM SUNDAY) Holy Week begins 

• 8.00am Recorded Eucharist (without a sermon) on Facebook 

 10.00am Live Service on Zoom with after service coffee 

APRIL 

Thursday 1st April MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 7.30pm Live Service on Zoom 

Friday 2nd April GOOD FRIDAY 

 10.00am Live Service on Zoom 

Sunday 4th April EASTER DAY 

• 8.00am Recorded Eucharist (without a sermon) on Facebook 

 10.00am Live Service on Zoom with after service coffee 



Worship and Events continued 

SCHEDULE 2 – IF IN-PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES 

Daily Prayers 

• Simple prayers for each day posted to Facebook by 8.00am (Monday-Friday) 

MARCH 

Sunday 7th March (3rd Sunday of Lent) 

• 10.00am Eucharist at East Hoathly (live streamed on Facebook) 

Sunday 14th March (4th Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday) 

• 10.00am Eucharist at Chiddingly (live streamed on Facebook) 

Sunday 21st March (5th Sunday of Lent) Passiontide begins 

• 10.00am Eucharist at East Hoathly (live streamed on Facebook) 

Sunday 28th March (PALM SUNDAY) Holy Week begins 

• 10.00am Eucharist at Chiddingly (live streamed on Facebook) 

APRIL 

Thursday 1st April MAUNDY THURSDAY 

• 7.30pm Eucharist of the Last Supper at East Hoathly (live streamed on Facebook) 

Friday 2nd April GOOD FRIDAY 

• 10.00am Good Friday Worship at Chiddingly (live steamed on Facebook)  

Sunday 4th April EASTER DAY 

• 6.00am Dawn Eucharist at Chiddingly  

• 10.00am Eucharist at East Hoathly (live streamed on Facebook) 

 

These past months have demonstrated that events can move very quickly – the main way to keep 
everyone as up to date as possible as things evolve is by email – if you don’t receive church emails at 
the moment do ask to be put on the list - philhodgins@btinternet.com  

Chiddingly WI  
The Members’ Meeting, held near the beginning 
of February, was a cheerful afternoon on Zoom, 
if with some rather mixed results! 

President Anne welcomed members, including 
some who had not joined us on Zoom before and 
started by bringing members up to date with 
news. It was good to hear that several had 
already received their first Covid 19 
vaccinations and how pleased they were, in 
general, with how this had taken place. 

Some had taken part in the previous weekend’s 
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, although with 
somewhat disappointing results, due to the 
inclement weather. 

Anne was delighted to announce that Sylvie and 
Sue had agreed to join the committee; they will 

be welcomed at the next meeting. 

Jude had gone to considerable trouble to make 
a video of making bread using sourdough, 
unfortunately, due to technical issues with the 
sound; despite Claire’s valiant efforts, it was 
not possible to watch it. Members decided that 
they definitely would like to try to see it again 
next month, with the recipe having already been 
sent out. 

Jude won the Flower of the Month Photo 
competition with a beautiful yellow hellebore. 

New ideas for future Zoom meetings were 
discussed, including flower arranging and also 
ideas that could be shared with members, such 
as favourite quotations from books. 

Liz 



Last time we parted at the side of the sea of 
Galilee (Gennesaret) just after our Lord had 
called James, John and Peter to be His disciples, 
with the words, “Do not be afraid, from now on 
you will catch men!” So when they had brought 
their boats to land, they forsook all and followed 
Him. That is an exact demonstration of what 
anyone needs to do when they turn from their 
sin to Christ and ask forgiveness. 'Forsake all 
and follow Him'.  

'Now it happened that when He was in a certain 
city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy, 
saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored 
Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can 
make me clean”.’ Now in the Scriptures the term 
'leprosy' can cover a description of many skin 
complaints. What we understand as 'leprosy' was 
included and it was a highly infectious disease 
and that was why it was referred to as 'unclean' 
and the sufferers were put under a form of 
enforced lockdown. This sick man exhibited 
some interesting qualities. First of all he 
acknowledges Jesus by calling Him 'Lord'. He 
also shows his insight into Jesus΄ ministry by 
saying, “If You are willing, You can make me 
clean, You can heal my skin and what causes it to 
be unhealthy. You only have to say the word. If 
You are willing.” 

The Lord responds to him, seeing his faith, 
saying “I am willing. Be cleansed”. Immediately 
the leprosy left him but our Lord was not looking 
for any kind of applause and He did not want the 
man to advertise his healing; rather, in order to 
fulfil the law of Moses Jesus instructed him, “Go 
and show yourself to the priest and make an 
offering for your cleansing as a testimony to 
them just as Moses commanded.” Well, as so 
often happens when news gets around, things 
escalated and the story drew an even greater 
crowd and multitudes came together to hear 
Jesus preach and to be healed of their many 
infirmities. So our Lord withdrew into the 
wilderness, as He often did, to pray and 
recharge His spiritual reserves.  

'Now it happened on a certain 
day as He was teaching, that 
there were Pharisees and 
teachers of the law sitting by 
who had come out of every 
town of Galilee, Judea and 
Jerusalem. And the power of 
the Lord was present to heal them'. This 
statement is very significant and we must pause 
to consider its full implications. Let us remind 
ourselves that this document that we are 
studying contains the research findings of Dr 
Luke, a medical practitioner of the first century. 
Again we must remind ourselves that he not only 
records with interest what our Lord says but 
also what He does. He makes note of the 
condition of people both before and after their 
encounter with the Saviour of the world. Dr 
Luke is the only gospel writer who uses the 
phrase and by doing so is indicating that it is not 
always the case. 

For example in Matthew 13 verse 58 we are told 
that when our Lord visited His home town of 
Nazareth that He could do no mighty works 
there because of their unbelief. When faith was 
evident there was much more supernatural 
activity. In chapter 17 verse 20 again our Lord 
links miracles to faith in teaching His disciples 
and He says, “If you have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed you will say to this mountain 'Move 
from here to there' and it will move, for nothing 
will be impossible to you”. The same principle 
appears in Mark's gospel chapter 9 verse 23 
when he records our Lord saying to the people 
who brought a child to Him for spiritual healing, 
“If you can believe, all things are possible to him 
who believes!” And finally in Mark chapter 6 
verse 14 Jesus rebukes His disciples for their 
unbelief and hardness of heart. Dr Luke then is 
indicating that the crowd gathered from many 
locations not only with excitement but expectant 
faith which was answered in a dramatic way. 

We stay in this region for our next adventure of 
faith which literally raises the roof! See you 
here next time.  

From Golden Cross Chapel 
By Pastor Terry Brinkley  

From the Registers — January 2021 
Funeral: 
Chiddingly 8th January 2010 John ROBINSON 



Art Wall 

Lots of you may already know the work of Lucy 
Carnaghan Holt. Lucy lives in the village and 
takes beautiful photographs and will be 
displaying these on our art wall in March. She 
will also have cards and photos available to buy. 

Mother’s Day 

Now’s the 
chance to 
spoil 
special 
mums 
wherever 
they may 
be, and the 
shop has some fabulous  
gift ideas. Have you tried the beautiful soaps 
from The Sussex Handmade Soap Company? 
They are made in Hastings and come in a large 
variety of lovely and unusual scents. We also sell 
their Salt Bars and Body Butters which smell 
amazing as well. Each month The Sussex 
Handmade Soap Co. create limited edition soaps 
which are a work of art, we have managed to get 
some for the shop this month but when they’re 
gone, they’re gone! Other inspiring gift ideas 
include glass flowers, delicious jams, local 
honey, Seven Sisters gin, hand-made pottery 
and candles, delicious biscuits, chunky 
handbags, Arrowtown alcoholic sparkling 
water, English sparkling wine and many more 
interesting and often locally sourced products. 

Art Chocolat 

We have a new 
chocolate range in 
the shop created by 
a young man in 
Hailsham. The 
chocolates are 
beautiful and have 
the most amazing 
colours and flavours. 
At Art Chocolat they believe that chocolate can 
be “as beautiful and as unique as you”. 

Easter 

Easter is at the beginning of April so our Easter 
stock will be out in March, with vegan and 
organic options as well as traditional favourites. 

Shop Signs 

We are in the process of updating the signs 
displayed around the village advertising the 
Chiddingly Shop & Café. If you 
know of a good place that we 
could display another one please 
let us know. It’s great for 
walkers, cyclists, campers etc. 
to be able to discover us! 

@chiddinglyvillageshop @chiddinglyshop  @ChiddinglyShop 

Keep up to date with everything that is happening at the shop, follow us on social  
media. Feel free to share our posts too!  

Sue Fletcher — Shop Manager — 01825 872949 

Don’t forget, clocks go forward  
1.00am Sunday 28 March! 



Hello from your  
new Editor 

Firstly I’d like to give Ruth a big 
(virtual) round of applause on 
behalf of us all for her sterling 
work as Editor of the Parish 
News for an amazing 8 years — 
what on earth will she do with all 
her spare time now?! She has 
done an admirable job to produce 
a newsletter that’s pleasant to 
read with just the right balance 
of content to interest and inform 
and so do the work of keeping us 
all up to date with what’s going on 
— and she’s done it without 
missing a single issue to boot! I’d 
also like to thank her for her help 
in providing everything necessary 
to pass the baton on so smoothly.  

I was asked if I’d take on the role 
of Editor as I let slip that my 
former career, which I took early 
retirement from rather a long 
time ago, had been in graphic 
design artwork production. 
Editing is a different game 
though so I hope to be able to fill 
Ruth’s shoes without getting too 
many blisters… !  

By way of introduction, I am a 
relative newcomer to Chiddingly 
(a resident for just 6 years...) 
having previously lived in London 
and abroad. I’d visited the 
environs of Lewes for decades 
though to stay with long-time 
friends so when I decided to do 
the ‘Escape to the Country’ thing 
this area was very much on my 
location list. Then when the 
particulars of a very pretty house 
near the village popped into my 
inbox I called to ask my friends 
about it — “Oh Chiddingly is 
lovely!” they said, so I dashed 
down to view and the rest is 
history. The “Friendly Village 
Shop”, pretty church and warm 
welcoming pubs all contributed to 
my decision but it wasn’t until I 
moved that I discovered there is 
a very lively, active community 
here (normally), unlike any place 
in London I’d experienced, so 
quite novel to me and heart-
warming to witness.  

After leaving graphics I ran a 

B&B whilst pursuing a long-
held interest in psychology 
and then, after receiving an 
eye-opening free reading, 
astrology. The more I delved 
into the latter the more 
interested I became as I 
realised I’d misunderstood 
the practice, along with so 
many. It seemed meant to be 
then when I stumbled across 
a diploma course that 
combined both psychology 
and astrology and I signed 
myself up without hesitation. 
It changed my understanding 
and view of the world and I 

haven’t looked back since.  

I look forward to getting 
more acquainted with 
contributors and readers 
alike and receiving your 
submissions to interest, 
inform, and even delight — 
as there is space before 
we’re let out again, please do 
share anything you’re up to 
that we’d all enjoy, I’d love 
to see some talent sharing! 
Enjoy the splash of colour 
while the News is digital. 

Warm wishes, Fiona. 
Dip AD, Dip PsychAstrol 

For I Will Consider Our Dog, Beppo 
(with acknowledgements to  

Christopher Smart (1722-1770) and Jeoffry)  

For, struck by the first shards of light  
she rises and stretches her joints with great clamour,  

her morning song to dawn and her Creator.  

She eases her limbs in readiness for excursion. 

She licks herself with care for she is a clean dog,  
she capers over grass and inspects tuffets  
to scent the perfect place for her easings.  

Then, if the sun is up, she turns about three times over long grass  
to see there are no serpents where she will couch,  
for she is a wise dog and knows her serpents well. 

She will lie upon her back with forepaws bent in prayer  
to have her belly gentled. 

Stoic, she allows arthritis: she scrambles to ascend a chair  
which she once soared upon. 

If her master or mistress walk separate, she musters them.  

She will gambol by the children ’s playground palings. 
The children stop their sports to love her,  

but she is wary of their tweaking, for she is a circumspect dog.  

Thrown a ball or stick, she sits in patience for her master to fetch it in.  

She will rush upon her master as if a year apart  
to gain her treat, but she is careful to run short now  
for she is no young dog. She will discourse earnestly  

on hind legs, for she longs to share dog-lore  
with those who scent the world like the blind. 

She binds herself close to her master now,  
her head on the crook of his arm, 

with a dog’s apprehension that they will need each other. 



The Origins of Yoga 

Yoga originated in India many thousands of 
years ago as part of the ancient spiritual 
tradition of self-discovery and connection to 
the universe. It was taught orally between 
teacher and student and became a way of life 
for many aspirants, those seeking answers to 
existence and their relationship with a higher 
force, be that God, the divine or their 
connectivity with nature. The language of yoga 
was eventually written down in Sanskrit, a 
classical language of South Asia, belonging to 
the Indo-European language group from where 
our own language originated. 

The word yoga means to ‘join together’, to yoke, 
to unite. Yoga is one of the six darsana of 
Indian thought, which means sight or view, a 
certain way of seeing. Yoga is a practice which 
supports the wholeness of what it entails to be 
a human and a part of nature and the world. 
A connectivity which we all share. 

The global pandemic over the last year 
has brought much fear, anxiety, 
depression, anger and a feeling of 
worthlessness to many people. Our 
world has been turned upside-down and 
inside-out with great and rapid changes. 

So how can yoga help? 

The yogic texts tell us that we are made up of 
our body, mind, energy, personality and emotions 
and it is the interrelationships between these 
aspects of ourselves that when balanced, 
nourished and supported can help to create 
feelings of oneness, peace, acceptance, spiritual 
awareness and awakening. Those practising yoga 
begin to notice that their body becomes 
stronger, more flexible with improved balance. 
Their breathing begins to improve, helping them 
to relax, thus encouraging a feeling of letting go 
of tension and tightness within themselves. 
Yoga also supports our immune system, 
improving its functionality, as well as creating a 
more balanced hormone system by regulating 
the ‘fight or flight’ response we all experience, 
lessening stress, anxiety and fearfulness.  

With scientific studies helping to prove its 
efficacy it is becoming more accepted that yoga 
helps us to have a healthy relationship with our 
body and mind, a general wellness, encouraging 
us to enjoy our life more rewardingly. The 
practice of yoga is considered an holistic 
experience, supporting, nourishing, and teaching 
us to be kind and compassionate to ourselves 

and others and to avoid judgment. 

There are many tools within yoga that can help 
to bring about a reconnection to ourselves and 
the world at large. Yoga is wrongly stereotyped 
as being just about bending and making shapes, 
it is much more than this. It also involves how to 
breathe correctly and more fully, by learning 
different breathing techniques. There are also 
specific movements of the body to support our 
needs. Sounds and mantra can be used to 
increase your focus and connection with your 
chosen intention and desired effect you want 
for yourself. Visualization, relaxation and 
meditation intensifies the thought process and 
the flow of consciousness. 

Where do you want your mind to flow to? 

It is this aspect of yoga that can really help you 
to find comfort and connectivity with healing 

effect of prayer and that a higher force is 
always giving hope, support and resilience 

whenever we feel the need to re-
connect. The power of collective 
thought and collective prayer is 
recognised by all religions of the world 

as a way of promoting self-realisation 
and a connection with a higher source of 
inspiration. There are many who practice 
yoga and comment that the practice has 
helped them to reconnect with their 

faith and spiritual enquiry into what supports 
and nourishes them, giving space for 
contemplation and the healing power of prayer. 

You can find out more at the British Wheel of 
Yoga (www.bwy.org.uk) the governing body of 
yoga in Britain and search for local teachers 
qualified and insured to teach students of all 
ages and abilities. A good teacher will look at 
the individual person and create a practice to 
suit their needs at that particular time in their 
life. In a class setting you’ll be guided to listen 
to your body and work within your own abilities, 
not to be competitive with yourself or other 
students. Above all find a teacher that 
understands your needs and who can guide you 
towards your light, your peace and your oneness 
and contentment with the idea we are being 
supported by a higher force, whether that 
resides inside or outside of ourselves, be that a 
faith in God, Mother Earth or being part of the 
universe, connecting to the collective 
consciousness and showing we are not alone. 

Sara’s classes are online only for now, her 
contact details can be found on the back cover.  

What is Yoga and How Can it Support us Now? 
by Sara McGowan BWY Dip, Teacher in Chiddingly & Online 

I
m

ag
e
 d

e
si

gn
e
d
 b

y 
ra

w
pi

x
e
l.c

om
 /

 F
re

e
pi

k 



Are you a private landowner with space to 
plant some trees? Lots of trees?! 

Part of the Government’s policy on climate 
change is to plant trees, lots of trees! The UK-
wide target is to plant 30,000 hectares (ha) of 
trees per year by 2025, and to continue this as 
a minimum until 2030, preferably increasing to 
50,000 per year by 2050.  

To put this target into context, woodland 
planting can accommodate between 1  2.5k of 
trees per hectare, depending on species and 
ground conditions. So on average 30,000 ha 
represents 50 million trees - per year! This in 
comparison the the tally of 1,420 ha in 2018-19 
and 2,330 ha in 2019-20. 

If we are serious about reducing global warming 
we need to do as much as we can to help. The 
Parish Council owns a limited amount of suitable 
land so private landowners hold the key. Five 
years ago 12 local landowners helped to 
regenerate Black Poplar numbers in Sussex 
(sponsored by the Sussex Wildlife Trust and 

Wakehurst Place), by planting 120 saplings of 
which 75% are still thriving. 

The Parish Council believes something similar 
could be done again in our area and is looking at 
what schemes may be available from the Tree 
Council, Sussex Wildlife Trust, The Woodland 
Trust etc. They also want to support any tree 
and hedgerow planting strategy that Wealden 
District may implement in the future. In 
consideration are other potential tree-planting 
schemes: a bereavement or memorial planting 
area for parishioners; involving the local school.  

Furthermore plans are underway for the 
planting of 210 saplings on Jubilee Field as part 
of the planned re-wilding scheme and the 
clearing of bracken from an area where 50 
saplings were planted a few years ago. 

If you do own land on which it would be suitable 
to plant trees (lots of trees!) and you’re 
interested in supporting a planting scheme, 
please do get in touch with Andy on 01825 
873337 or at andybarnes@merrycottage.co.uk 

Government Launches Tree Planting Initiative  
Andy Barnes, Tree Warden 

Every year, we remember victims of the 
Holocaust and honour the 6 million men, women 
and children who were murdered simply for who 
they were. 

Genocide is the most heinous of crimes. Over 50 
years ago, the UK signed the UN Genocide 
Convention, designed to ensure that atrocities 
seen during WWII would “never again” occur. 
But heartbreakingly, the Holocaust was not the 
last genocide. Millions of lives have since 
perished during genocides in Rwanda, Bosnia and 
the Middle East, and millions of lives are 
currently being destroyed in Xinjiang, China. 

2 million Uyghurs are being enslaved and 
subjected to state-orchestrated abuse. New 
evidence reveals horrifying testimonies of 
Uyghur women and proof of their systematic 
rape, sexual abuse, forced sterilisation and 
torture. These horrors have led the president 
of the Board of Deputies of British Jews to 
compare their plight to the Holocaust.  

I know from your correspondence how deeply 
you care about this issue and I agree that we 
cannot be bystanders to the deliberate attempt 
to exterminate a group of people. Not again. 

Currently, genocide can only be determined by 

the International Criminal Court. However, due 
to China and Russia’s power of veto at the UN, 
the world is paralysed and unable to hold 
genocidal states to account. The fate of many 
depends on Britain playing a leading global role 
in breaking this logjam. 

I continue to lead a political coalition in support 
of a small, but significant change to the Trade 
Bill, to ensure that Britain is not complicit in 
trading with genocidal states. The Government’s 
policy on genocide is that it is a ‘judicial matter’. 
The New Genocide Amendment allows our UK 
courts to make a preliminary determination on 
genocide. Courts could not strike down deals or 
laws – that would be unconstitutional. The power 
to determine a bilateral trade agreement would 
remain with the Government. 

I know that Wealden residents would not want 
to buy products that they knew were produced 
on the back of slave labour and genocide. We 
have taken back control of our laws and trade 
policy and we now have an opportunity to add 
meaning to the words ‘Never Again’. We can act 
and we must act. I truly hope that at the next 
opportunity, the House will overwhelmingly vote 
in support of this Amendment. It’s time for 
Britain to be on the right side of history. 

From Our MP — Action on Genocide 
www.nusghani.org.uk 



Horticultural Society  
Jobs for March & a Crash Course for Beginners... 

Hello all. I love this time of year. There is a 
change in the air, everything is waking from 
hibernation and stretching out their leaves once 
again. There’s the smell of chlorophyll in the 
wind, the days are visibly longer, it’s getting 
warmer (time to dig out the gardening shorts) 
and the clocks jump forward. There’s so much to 
excite and look forward to in the garden. If you 
started growing your own last year or are an old 
hand, then seed sowing is about to begin in 
earnest. Take your marks, grab your dibber, 
head off to the greenhouse and begin! 

Beginners crash course first though! Perlite and 
vermiculite, what the heck are these? Perlite is 
volcanic glass heated until it expands. It is pH 
neutral, lightweight, sterile and white in colour. 
Because of its expansive nature it is highly 
porous and so, absorbs water, which makes it 
ideal to mix into compost for propagation and 
seed sowing to help with drainage. Vermiculite is 
a mineral, again heated to produce small pellets. 
This is also pH neutral, lightweight and sterile 
but golden in colour. It is not as porous as 
perlite and is used to cover seeds to weigh them 
down, keeping them in contact with the soil. Use 
perlite if you only use one thing.  

For our newbies, aubergines, broad beans, 
beetroot, broccoli, sprouts, carrots (with 
protection), cauliflower, leeks, lettuce, parsnips, 
spinach, sweetcorn and turnip are all ready for 
sowing now.  

Beetroot, carrots, leeks, parsnips and turnips 
should be directly sown into soil, where they will 
mature. Leeks traditionally are sown in a seed 
bed then transplanted to their forever home, 
after quicker maturing veg has finished. If you 

can, warm the soil first with either cloches or 
clear polythene and keep the seedlings covered 
for warmth and protection. Sow as thinly as you 
can, especially the carrots. When thinning 
carrots try not to crush the foliage, carrot root 
fly can detect the smell and will visit. The good 
news is they can’t fly above 1m and so, a 3 foot 
high barrier around them or a covering of fleece 
or fine mesh will deter them. 

When sowing any of the cucumber family, sow 
the seeds side on not flat in the compost. There 
will be less chance of them rotting off. 

For the old hands, ignore the above because you 
know it all. 

Roses and hydrangeas could be pruned 
depending on what the weather is doing. Prune 
to outward facing buds on both and add a 
scattering of plant food afterwards. 

Enjoy your outdoor space, whatever size it is 
and stay safe. 

Dave. 

Lachelle Link 
New Chair Elected 

The AGM was held, via Zoom, on 10th February. 
After 5 years as chair, Sarah Leighton has 
stepped down, we would like to thank her for all 
her time and effort. Jeanie Gordon was elected 
as the new chair, ably assisted by Rose Harman 
as secretary. 

Jeanie said: “I joined the Link 12 years ago, 
when we moved into the area.  It was a great 
way of meeting new people, of all ages, from  
the village – and visiting France with a young 
family. Our son, now 14, has never been afraid 
of trying to speak French, due to the time he 

has spent with the Lachellois over the years, 
which has proved very useful both at school and 
on holidays!” 

The committee is busy planning events for when 
Lockdown eases: drinks for members, and a 
Eurovision night (think spangled outfits, and 
fantastically cheesy dance tunes).  Tickets for 
Eurovision will be available to all in due course, 
and we hope as many of you as possible will join 
us to celebrate the end of Lockdown by dancing 
the night away and reliving some truly 
memorable Euro-moments.  
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This lockdown has certainly felt harder because 
of the winter. Don’t get me wrong, I’ve enjoyed 
the bleak beauty of the season: bare trees, 
frosted landscapes. But now I need something to 
get my heart racing. I need a sign – some hope in 
these challenging times, a promise of those 
dynamic spring months ahead, a flash of colour. 
In March my light at the end of the tunnel is an 
oncoming butterfly.  

On sculpted, vibrant yellow wings the brimstone 
butterfly makes his elegant entrance into the 
New Year on those bright March days when you 
feel the warmth of the sun on your face. Its 
distinctive yellow wings have given birth to a 
legend – that this ‘butter-coloured fly’ was the 
inspiration for the word butterfly. This claim 
may be a myth and it’s also untrue that these 
March brimstones are the first signs of the 
year’s new life. By the time brimstones appear in 
March they are already on their last (six) legs. 
Fresh brimstone butterflies emerged from their 
chrysalises in late summer, so by March they 
could be seven months old – and in butterfly 
years that’s ancient. Admittedly, almost all of 
that time they’ve been asleep in a hedge, 
sheltered from the storms under holly and ivy. 
Yet despite the worst winter weather they 
always emerge immaculate in the spring. They 
must be made of Teflon. When they awake the 
(bright yellow) males search for a mate, they 
mate, the (pale yellow) females lay eggs and then 
both die. Still, an adult life of over ten months 
earns them the title of our longest-lived 
butterfly. An insect OAP.  

The brimstone’s caterpillars feed on the leaves 
of buckthorn and alder buckthorn, unobtrusive 
shrubs which, like the butterfly, are widespread 
across Sussex. When I first became the proud 
owner of a garden it was only a matter of days 
before I evicted the gnomes and planted an 
alder buckthorn. The following spring I was 

Brimstone butterfly 
by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust 

excited to watch a 
brimstone laying her 
tiny skittle shaped eggs 
and I studied the 
caterpillars as they hungrily defoliated my tree, 
content in the knowledge that I was doing my bit 
to raise the following year’s brimstone brigade.  

My first brimstone sighting each year doesn’t 
exactly mean that spring is starting but it’s 
certainly a sign that winter is starting to end. 
And, after the tough winter that we’ve all just 
suffered, that’s good enough for me. Either way, 
this beautiful yellow butterfly is a welcome 
messenger of what’s to come – the first 
sulphurous spark to ignite the blaze of spring. 
Let’s hope that with the spring comes hope for a 
brighter year for us all.   
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The copy deadline for the Parish Magazine is the 15th of the month and the magazine is normally 
available in the church on the last Sunday of the month.  

If you would like to send a contribution for the Parish News, please e-mail: 
chiddinglyparishnews@gmail.com and request a “read receipt” if you want to be sure it has been 

received. Paper copy can be posted to Bay Tree Cottage, Thunders Hill, BN27 4AE. 

The views expressed in the articles printed in the Chiddingly Parish News are those of the 
contributors & do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor, Rector or Churchwardens. 

When responding to advertisements please mention the Chiddingly Parish News 





The Village Works, London Road,  
East Hoathly,  BN8  6QA. 

01825 840734 - info@healthhouse.uk.com 

Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine 

McTimoney Chiropractic 

Homeopathy 

Reflexology 

Myofascial/Deep Tissue/Sports/
Holistic Massage  

Counselling/Hypnotherapy 

Chair-Based Exercise 

——oo0oo—— 

Natural Health Products 

                                   

 
The Remedy Room 

 
 

 
 
 
                           

 

 

Hailsham Funeral Service 
 

11 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 2BE 
 

01323 440909 
 

A completely independent and privately owned family business,  
now in its second generation. 

 

Available to any area with a dignified service, day or night. 
 

Partners: Mr John Morris and Mrs Annie Callaway 
 

www.hailshamfuneral.co.uk                 enquiries@hailshamfuneral.co.uk   
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ELECTRICIANS

Office: 01323 848085

Martin Russell: 07971 494676

Matt Cull: 07973 922390

are

Pulse Electrical
Contractors Ltd

Part P Registered, 65 yrs combined
experience
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MR KINDLING.    

EXCEEDINGLY GOOD WOOD.    
 

WE ARE BASED IN WALDRON AND SPECIALISE IN THE SUPPLY OF TOP QUALITY LOGS AND KINDLING. PERFECT 
KINDLING FOR EASY LIGHTING OF THE COSIEST FIRES AND QUALITY SEASONED LOGS TO KEEP THOSE FIRES 

BURNING. 
 

FULL MIXED LOAD 2 m³ (approx.) 
BULK BAG 1m³ (approx.) 

NETS OF LOGS  
KINDLING NETS 

 

WWW.MRKINDLING.COM 
EMMA.BROWN@MRKINDLING.COM 

 
01435813136 

07967178230 / 07969890237 
FREE DELIVERY  

 



 

 
 

 
www.lewesupholstery.co.uk 

 
If you have a piece of furniture that you want 
reupholstered or even completely re-
designed, please give me a call or drop me an 
email. If you want to talk your ideas through 
you can reach me on: 
 

M.07940 472272 or T:01825 873070 
E: abi@lewesupholstery.co.uk 

 
 





LAUGHTON AGRIPLANT 

All groundworks and construction
Excavations . Extensions
New builds . Conversions

Drainage works . New treatment plants 
Paddock water pipe installation

Telephone 01825 873413
Mobile 07974 317568

jb@laughtonagriplant.co.uk 
Established 1980

jeanie gordon
acupuncture
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Could Acupuncture improve your health?

Chiddingly
70x90

 

 
www.barrytech.co.uk 

 
Fast – Reliable - Affordable - Professional 

 
I will visit you for all your PC, Printer, 

Broadband and Tablet needs:- 

 

Email, Printing, Internet, Viruses, 

Spyware, Firewalls, Security, 

Networking, Backup, Data Recovery, 

Hardware and Software. 

 

Roger Barry 
1 Willetts Cottages, Muddles 

Green, Chiddingly, BN8 6HR 

 

Tel: 01323 332480 

Mob: 07552 248558 

Email: info@barrytech.co.uk 



 

315 copies of the Parish magazine are distributed 
each month to all households in Chiddingly 

 
To place an advert please contact: 

Nikos Mikelis, 
 01825 873124, or 
07802 651879, or 

nikos@mikelis.com 
 

      Size of advert   Approx. size (in cm)  Cost for 12 issues 
  

    Full page 18 wide x 28 deep            £ 220 
    Half page 18 wide x 14 deep            £ 130 
    Quarter page 18 wide x 7 deep or  

  9 wide x 14 deep 
           £   70 

    Eighth page   9 wide x 7 deep            £   50 
 

 

       
Lamb - Grass fed reared at Highfield Farm  
 

Hoggett - Slow grown on our own farm, these Herdwick Hoggetts 
produce the finest flavoured sheep meat.  
 

Beef - Pasture fed and produced on the Highfields Farm, where Turners 
Farm Shop is located.  
 

Chicken - Genuine Sussex free Range Chickens reared in Arlington, 
East Sussex by Sussex Foods. These chickens spend their day times 
out in the fields !  
 

Free local delivery on all orders. Call us or email your order to: 
01273 812440      07504 639404    andy@turners-butchers.com 

Or visit us Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays 9:00 till 1:00 
Turners Butchers, Highfield Farm, The Broyle, Ringmer BN8 5AR 

 

 
 



Fresh, home-cooked food,
delivered to your door every

Wednesday

For just £7.50 per person, have a
freshly-cooked, two-course meal

delivered to your door.

Cooked from scratch that morning,
they come with easy reheating

instructions, ready to be enjoyed the
same evening.

To see our menus, and for more information
Visit broadfarmkitchen.co.uk

Email emma@broadfarmkitchen.co.uk
Call or whatsapp Emma on 07754 363781

BROAD FARM
KITCHEN



For All Your Security Needs

KKLOCKSMITHS

• 24hr Locksmith Service 

• No Call Out Charge

• Domestic & Commercial

• Lock Fitting (Insurance Approved)

• uPVC Door & Window Lock Specialists

• Garage Door & Lock Repairs

• On Site Key Cutting (We come to you)

Balcombes DIY, Hailsham Road, Heathfield, East Sussex  TN21 8AE

Call Danny or Steve
01435 868493

07759 800694
Email: danny@keymarklocksmiths.com

www.keymarklocksmiths.com

Keymark_Heathfield Quarter A5 Ad:Layout 1  5/9/11 



WINDOW CLEANING
Meet Jason, 

your local window cleaner!

       Let us give you squeaky clean windows 
             with our pure water system. We can clean:

t�

For a free no obligation quotation call or email us today!
Telephone Jason 01435 408048 ~ 07739 039944

Email: ascleaning@live.co.uk
www.aswindowcleaning.co.uk

t� Windows
t� Solar panels
t� Fascias, so!ts & conservatories
t� Up to 60"! 





Laughton Automotive Services 
Milwards Farm 

Lewes Rd 
Laughton 

East Sussex 
BN8 6BN   

 01323 405467 
 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 
Our cars have been subjected to harsh motoring conditions over the winter months. 

Extreme wet and windy weather and salted roads can contribute to adverse effects on 
vital components in a vehicle. The roads have also been affected and if you have been 
unlucky enough to hit a pothole, it is best to ensure the tyres, wheels and suspension 
are all in good working order and safe for you and your family. The spring check will 

offer peace of mind and give you expert guidance on the condition of your car. 
If you want to be assured that your engine is in top condition, why not give us a call 

and we can carry out a spring check on your vehicle. Do give us a ring and get 
booked in and don't forget our free local collection/delivery service or use of one of 

our courtesy cars. Now would be a good time to keep our number safe to hand 
“Won’t start” “Flat Tyre” “Broken Down” “Flat Battery” we can now offer a 24 Hr 
breakdown and recovery service with our customer support and Recovery Vehicle 

Laughton Machinery service 
Milwards Farm 

Lewes Rd 
Laughton East Sussex 

BN8 6BN 
01323 405467 

We can also get your mower, strimmer, quad, trailer 
and tractor in for a check over service and sharpen, 

and don’t forget all your equestrian equipment including horse boxes incl. HGV and 
trailers too. Did you know we are very well equipped and skilled welders for most 
steels and alloys and pride ourselves in our repair and fabrication abilities. We can 
also purchase and clear any unused vehicles and equipment working or not that you 
may no longer need or want to repair, and if you are in need of any machinery or 
equipment in particular just ask as we may have it for sale or be able to find it for 
you. We look forward to hearing from you soon. 
                                              Chris, Eve and the team 

Emergency 24 hr contact Number 07702 747376 





THE 
COUNTDOWN 

IS ON
 

We’ve been hard at work behind the 
scenes during lockdown and we’re 
already looking forward to a safe 

re-opening this spring!

Happier times are on their way and we 
can’t wait to reunite with our locals, 

family & friends.

Head over to www.elitepubs.com to 
book your table.

Gun Hill, Heathfield, TN21 0JU
01825 872361



Parish Directory 

(All Phone Codes are 01825 unless indicated otherwise) 

Rainbows / Brownies / Guides Coral Carpenter - 01323 371908 / coralpaul@aol.com 

Chiddingly Community Land Trust Sue Skan - secretary@cclt.uk 

Chiddingly Mummers Patrick O’Hare - paddyoh@uwclub.net 

Cricket Club Chairman - Jonathan Lofthouse - lofthouse885@btinternet.com 

East Sussex County Cllr Nick Bennett - 733328 

Electricity Power Failure - 105 

Electoral Roll/Parish Register Rose Harman - 872592 

Friends of Chiddingly Church Chair: Veryan Sharp - 873287 / veryansharp@hotmail.co.uk 

Gas Emergencies - 0800 111999 

Golden Cross Chapel Pastor: Terry Brinkley - 872345 

Horse Show Sophie Davidson - 07850 125672 

Horticultural Society Secty: Zoe Cornford - 01323 449352 / zoecornford@gmail.com 

Hospital Eastbourne DGH - 01323 417400 

Housing, Willetts Field Downland Housing Group - 01444 414429 

Lachelle Link Jeanie Gordon - 873478 / jeanie@gordon.org.uk 

Lunch Club Kay Miller - 872439 

Member of Parliament Nus Ghani - 020 7219 4619 / nusrat.ghani.mp@parliament.uk 

Mothers’ Union Rose Harman - 872592 

National Travel Line (including local bus services) - 0871 2002233 

Neighbourhood Watch Parish Council Clerk - see below 

Parish Council Chairman:Julian Richards 872330 / cllr.julian.richards@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Clerk: Julie O’Donnell - 01435 866319 / clerk@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 George Allan – 07591 853017 / cllr.george.allan@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Katrina Best – 873322 / cllr.katrina.best@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Cliff Marchant – 872998 / cllr.cliff.marchant@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Nikos Mikelis – 873124 / cllr.nikos.mikelis@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Steve Newham – 872613 / cllr.steve.newham@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Steve Tolhurst - 01273 813921 / cllr.steve.tolhurst@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Brendon Welsh – 872922 / cllr.brendon.welsh@chiddingly.gov.uk 

 Should you want to email the whole council you can use council@chiddingly.gov.uk 

Police 01273 470101 

 101 non emergency  

Saturday Morning Markets Christine Brinkley - 872345 

School: Head of School James Proctor - 872307 

School Association Amy McGowan - 07711 584752 / pfcs@chiddingly.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Short-Mat Bowls Club Richard Bean - 872393 

Stoolball Club Emma Waterman - 872740 

Tree Warden Andy Barnes - 873337 

Vi Braden Sports Hall, Bookings Emma Waterman - 872740 

Village Hall Telephone - 872155 

 Bookings: Jenny Bean - 872393 

 Caretaker: Richard Bean - 872393 

Village Hall Management Comm Chairman: Steve Tolhurst - 01273 813921 

Village Shop Sue Fletcher - 872949 

Water, Leaks 0333 0003330 

Wealden District Council 01323 443322 

Wealden District Councillor Geoffrey Draper - 07971 240233 / cllr.Geoffrey.Draper@wealden.gov.uk 

Women’s Institute President: Anne Mills - 01323 845825 

Yoga Sara McGowan - 07478 658876 / saramcgowan@yahoo.co.uk  

Youth Club (GX Chapel) Mary Brinkley/Paul Jones - 01323 482502 / 01323 483571 
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